Evolution of the terminal complement genes: ancient and modern.
The data on the structure and relationships of the TCC genes are reviewed and a model is presented for the processes of gene duplication by which the modern genes might have evolved. Data on variations of the overall gene numbers and relationships in modern species are also reviewed, together with the polymorphisms found in man. The apparent contradictions of lack of allelic association between markers and lack of direct evidence for recombination in the C6/C7 gene region is also discussed.